
I
n Stephen Fry’s office in the TV series King-

dom hang two paintings by a Wombourne

artist. Of course the set of the ITV programme

about a Norfolk solicitor is just one of many

places where you can see Brian Steventon’s

work. 

He has produced at least 1,000 paintings over

the years, and they are continually on show in ex-

hibitions and galleries up and down the country.

It was at a gallery in Norfolk that his local

seascapes and ‘saltings’ were spotted for the

popular TV series.

“Someone telephoned me from the gallery to

say they wanted to buy them. I didn’t have to

think too hard,” he laughed. 

“You get the odd glimpse of them through the

programme, but in the third series shot last au-

tumn, in the last scene, Fry is standing in the

doorway of the main office area and you can see

my pictures clearly, one on either side.”

Kingdom was filmed at Wells-Next-the-Sea

and Kings Lynn, which is a part of the country

Brian and his wife Valerie visit regularly, as they

have family there. 

But despite travelling extensively, at home and

abroad, Brian enjoys living in the Black Country

and he is full of praise for the area. 

“It’s a good place to be,” he says. “It is very

central and has access to probably some of the

best countryside around. When people come to

visit me from outside the area, they can't believe

its beauty.”

Artistically speaking Brian was a bit of a late

developer. Born into a working class family in the

Ladymoor area of Bilston in 1948, the war had

only just ended and it was a time of austerity. Art

had little place in his childhood or his family’s ex-

pectations for his future career. 

When the family moved to Woodcross, his

artistic talent was encouraged at school, but art

college was out of the question. Brian was ex-

pected to find a job that would pay his wages. At

the time, the West Midlands was buzzing with

opportunities and Brian took an apprenticeship

in engineering. 

He said: “I’ve always drawn and painted and

have also worked with ceramics, but these things

were kept in the background. It was only after

completing an honours degree in business ad-

ministration and IT, that involved lots of extra

work, that I realised I did have the time to pursue

my dream of being a painter.

Brian attended talks and workshops to learn

more about materials and methods.  

“As I became more focused, I started to de-

velop my own style. I looked at other artists’ work

and different subject matter. 
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Brian joins list

of art greats
It has taken a lifetime, but

what an achievement.

Brian Steventon has

gained both professional

recognition as an artist

and the creative life he

has always dreamed of.

Karen Knowles reports

Brian Steventon at home in his Wombourne studio, painting another landscape
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